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Overview

• Identify DesignPLUS interactive elements
• Explore using DesignPLUS to improve training and 

instruction
• Discuss ways to incorporate AI for improving workflow 

and efficiency 



Our Mission Statement

• Modernize instruction and training campus-wide by 
leveraging innovative technology to enhance the educational 
experience for students and employees, ensuring academic 
excellence and engagement through FSU’s Quality Initiatives.



Learner Engagement
• Engagement refers to the attention, curiosity, and interest 

that learners show when learning. 
• Providing opportunities to engage with content, get 

meaningful feedback, and practice metacognition can 
increase student success in a course.

• Types of engagement include interactive videos, discussions, 
game-based or scenario-based learning, AR/VR, and 
interactive questions from DesignPLUS built into Canvas 
pages. 



Cidilabs DesignPLUS
• Cidilabs DesignPLUS is a built-in tool in Canvas that allows 

users to quickly create, style, and design high-quality Canvas 
courses. 



DesignPLUS 
Interactive Elements
• Fill-in-the-blank questions
• Flashcards
• Matching items
• Ordering items
• Select all
• Sorting items
• Quick Checks (multiple-choice 

questions)
Note: Enable Beta features to have 
access to newly released interactive 
elements.



Benefit of DesignPLUS Interactive Elements
• Modernize instructional materials with innovative technology and tools. 
• Provide structured and specific feedback for different answers.
• Offer additional practice and support in asynchronous learning 

environments.
• Use the interactive data dashboard to identify gaps in knowledge. 



Application and Use of DesignPLUS Interactives
• DesignPLUS interactives can be used in traditional classrooms, online or 

distance learning, and in departmental training, onboarding, certification 
programs, and more.

• Imagine training participants reading material or watching a video embedded 
on a Canvas page.

• That content could be followed with any DesignPLUS interactive element to 
provide feedback and a knowledge check before moving on to new material.

• This provides scaffolded, ungraded opportunities for students to check their 
understanding prior to taking a graded assessment (like a Canvas quiz).



Example Interactive Elements
Module 5: Advanced Features Examples – Org: DesignPLUS 
Personalized Learning Paths – Org: DesignPLUS 
Module 6 Reading – Org: DesignPLUS

https://canvas.fsu.edu/courses/334786/pages/advanced-features-examples?module_item_id=7930793
https://canvas.fsu.edu/courses/334786/pages/advanced-features-examples-continued-personalized-learning-paths?module_item_id=7930794
https://canvas.fsu.edu/courses/334786/pages/module-6-reading-theories-of-learning-and-cognition?module_item_id=7933053


Pros and Cons of DesignPLUS Interactive 
Features

Pros
• Encourages student engagement

• Supports metacognition

• Provides differentiated feedback for answers, 
simulating teacher/student interaction in the 
traditional classroom

• Allows for personalized learning pathways

• Helps teachers assess prior knowledge and 
knowledge gaps in new content

• Not graded – low stakes for students

Cons
• Not graded – individual student responses are 

not visible

• Does not work with Canvas mobile app

• Student responses are not saved after leaving 
the page

• Anonymous data can make it difficult to 
assess individual understanding

• The DesignPLUS Design Assistant (AI) is 
relatively new, and not as reliable as Gemini 
and other AI 



Using Generative AI Tools
• Cidilabs DesignPLUS features a built in AI tool to 

generate questions, flashcards, etc. based on the 
content you input. The built-in Design Assistant can:

• Generate a multiple-choice quick check
• Generate a set of flashcards
• Create or organize accordions
• Generate higher-level thinking questions
• Adjust responses for grade-level language

• Additional FSU enterprise AI tools can provide more 
robust assistance generating questions and feedback 
(Google Gemini, Microsoft Copilot) based on your 
course content. 



Google Gemini Prompts



Google Gemini Prompts with 
Attached Reading Materials



Interactive Data Dashboard
• Provides anonymous aggregate data on student 

engagement with each interactive element
• Displays the number of attempts, number of students 

who interacted, the average score, and the last 
attempt date

• Offers item level details without any student 
identifying data



DesignPLUS Data Dashboard



DesignPLUS Data Dashboard: 
Individual Item Analysis



Closing Remarks
• DesignPLUS interactive elements can be used across a 

variety of disciplines 
• Canvas Org sites and DesignPLUS tools support 

department training/onboarding 
• DesignPLUS interactive elements provide opportunities 

for engagement, feedback, and anonymous data for 
teachers to address knowledge gaps



Q & A

• Questions on DesignPLUS?
• Questions on using AI? 
• Questions on engagement? 



Resources
• Org: DesignPLUS – resource website with how-

to guides, video tutorials, example interactive 
elements

• Consultations and Webinars – sign up for an 
individual or department training/consultation, 
or register to attend one of our upcoming 
DesignPLUS webinars

https://canvas.fsu.edu/enroll/9RND7T
https://canvas.fsu.edu/enroll/9RND7T
https://canvas.fsu.edu/enroll/9RND7T
https://odl.fsu.edu/training-workshops
https://odl.fsu.edu/training-workshops


Thanks for Coming!

• Jamie Lutz – j.lutz@fsu.edu 
• Teodora Abrams – tabrams@fsu.edu 

mailto:j.lutz@fsu.edu
mailto:tabrams@fsu.edu
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